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I have always been a strong advocate for women's rights. Throughout my career I have
supported equal rights, equal protection and equal justice for all women, both in the United
States  and
in other countries. With the Republican Majority attacking women’s reproductive health every
chance they can get, it has been an uninterrupted assault on all of us. It is a shame that the
Majority is much more interested in dismantling health reform and playing politics with divisive
social issues than creating jobs and fixing our broken economy. The nation cannot afford to be
distracted from the work at hand. Now is the time for serious, bipartisan discussion on what can
be done to get our economy back on track and meeting our pressing domestic needs.

Bills I Cosponsored in the 112th Congress:

    
    -  H.R. 894  - the Maternal Health Accountability Act of 2011.  
    -  H.R. 949  - the Fistula Prevention, Treatment, Hope and Dignity Restoration Act, which
would address the social and health issues that lead to obstetric fistula, and (2) support
treatment of obstetric fistula.   
    -  H.R. 1085  - to Repeal Ineffective Abstinence-Only Programs to amend title V of the
Social Security Act to eliminate the abstinence-only education program.   
    -  H.R. 1319  - the Global Sexual and Reproductive Health Act which would promote the
sexual and reproductive health of individuals and couples in developing countries.
 
    -  H.R. 1519  - the Paycheck Fairness Act to amend the Fair Labor Standards Act to provide
more effective remedies to victims of discrimination in the payment of wages on the basis of
sex.   
    -  H.Res 20  - a resolution in support of Senate ratification of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).   
    -  H.Res 165  - a resolution supporting the goals and ideals of National Women's History
Month.   

  

Actions/Accomplishments in the 112th Congress:

    
    -  Voted against H.R. 1, the Continuing Appropriations Act for FY 2011, and subsequent
amendments to cut Planned Parenthood funding.
 
    -  Signed a letter to Appropriations Committee in Support of the Title X. Click here  for the
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letter.   
    -  Signed a letter to the Obama Administration on including reproductive healthcare as
preventative healthcare in new exchanges.  Click here  for the letter.  
    -  Signed a letter to House Speaker Boehner regarding funding for Title X. Click here  for
the letter.
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